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Good Afternoon,

Attached is a form letter DEP has received regarding Proposed Rulemaking: Control of VOC Emissions from
Oil and Natural Gas Sources (#7-544). We have labeled this letter “Improve Methane Emissions Rule.” To
date, we have received 83 copies of this letter via email.

Thank you,

Laura Fusare Edinger I Regulatory Coordinator JUN 1Department of Environmental Protection I Policy Office 20
Rachel Carson State Office Building mdependent Re400 Market Street I Harrisburg, PA Review Comm

tory

Phone: 717.783.87271 Fax: 717.783.8926
Email: Iedinperpoa.gov
www.den.pa.pov

Connect with DEP on: Twitter I Facebook I Linkedln I YouTube I Instagram

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION: The in formation transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to whom it
is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any use of this in formation other than by the intended recipient
is prohibited. II you receive this message in error, p/ease send a reply e-mail to the sender and de/ete the material from any and a/
computers.

1



Form Letter: Improve Methane Emissions Rule

Proposed Rulemaking: Control of VOC Emissions from Oil and Natural Gas Sources (#7-544)

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s proposed rulemaking to limit climate-
warming methane pollution and harmful volatile organic compounds from existing oil and gas
operations marks great progress in Pennsylvania’s efforts to curb climate pollution and protect public
health. However, the proposal currently includes loopholes for certain wells from leak detection and
repair (WAR) requirements that would leave a sizable amount of climate-warming methane pollution
unchecked. Large leaks can occur any time and from any well.

Pennsylvania cannot achieve Governor Wolf’s climate goals without strengthening the proposed existing
source rule. I urge the Department to make the following improvements:

Close the loophole in the proposed rulemaking that exempts low-producing wells from the rule’s leak
detection and repair requirements. Low-producing wells are responsible for more than half of the
methane pollution from oil and gas sources in Pennsylvania and all wells, regardless of production,
require routine inspections.

Eliminate the provision that allows operators to reduce the frequency of inspections if previous
inspections do not reveal significant methane leaks. Research shows that large, uncontrolled leaks are
random and can only be detected with frequent and regular inspections.

Ensure this proposal includes requirements for all emission sources covered in DEP’s already adopted
standards for new oil and gas sources.


